
Pennsylvania Conference COVID-19 Update – March 17, 2020 

The COVID-19 pandemic is impacting our world and that impact changes daily. As of this morning, 
(March 17, 2020), there are 76 cases in Pennsylvania with 39% of them in Montgomery. Last Friday, 
Governor Tom Wolf closed all schools. Beginning Monday morning, restaurants and bars in Allegheny, 
Bucks, Chester, Delaware, and Montgomery counties—those with the most cases—closed for 14 days. 
This morning, all non-essential businesses, including dine-in restaurants, bars, casinos, recreation 
facilities, hair salons and barbers, nail salons and spas, theaters, sporting event venues and golf courses, 
retail facilities, including shopping malls, have been placed on a statewide voluntary shutdown. The CDC 
is recommending that “traveler” groups (those coming from one area into another) be limited to under 
50, while President Trump encourages to keep those groups to under 10.  

What This Means for Churches 

There is currently no mandate from the Pennsylvania or federal government to close churches. Our 
priority is the safety and health of our members. Yet this is also an opportunity for us to serve our 
neighbors and communities who are concerned, worried, and afraid of the future. Many may be 
struggling financially as businesses close. They are juggling childcare and work with the closing of 
schools. And they may be looking for words of hope and courage in a panicked world.  

What Should Churches Do? 

Each church needs to decide their risk and their risk tolerance. Some churches will stay open and others 
will want to close. As you look together at what to do, ask, “How many higher risk members do we 
have? How many cases of COVID-19 are in our community?”  

Churches who stay open should follow the guidelines previously shared:  

No hugs and handshaking 

Do not hand out the bulletin, but make them available at the door 

Do not pass the offering plates, have them available at the door as well 

Cease all fellowship meals, communion services, outreach events, and all other non-Sabbath gatherings 

Encourage people will any illnesses to remain home 

Sanitize surfaces between SS and church and thoroughly clean and disinfect during the week 

Follow the CDC guidelines for reducing transmission risks 

Churches who choose to close: 

Share online worship services with your members—if your church does not live stream, direct members 
to the Conference’s Facebook page where we will be providing adult SS at 10:00 am and worship service 
with President Gary Gibbs at 11:00 am: https://www.facebook.com/PennsylvaniaConference/ 

Be aware of members who may not have internet connection at home or who are not quite sure how to 
connect online and create small home groups where there is a good internet connection and invite 
members in that area to come together to watch the online service 

https://www.facebook.com/PennsylvaniaConference/


Create other ways your church can stay connected throughout the week. These may include small 
groups, phone calls, Zoom meetings, free conference line phone calls 

Create a prayer line using a free conference call like https://www.freeconferencecall.com/ and invite 
people to join for prayer at a variety of times to suit different schools, for example, offering one in the 
morning before work and one in the evening 

Provide ways for members to continue to support the church financially—you may be closed, but you 
will still have bills. Offer AdventistGiving through your church website and share your treasurer’s 
address for those who want to mail their tithe and offerings.  

Opportunity, Not Just a Challenge 

Instead of seeing the COVID-19 as just a challenge, we can use this is as an opportunity to allow God to 
use us to bring hope, encouragement, and the gospel through practical helps to our community. We 
have an opportunity to BE the church in new ways that we haven’t been, or haven’t thought of, before. 
Social distancing presents challenges, of course, but certainly should not stop us from ministering to our 
communities. Let’s make this a moment we can look back to and know that God used us in the lives of 
others when the world was in panic. Here are some simple ways we can connect with our neighbors and 
community: 

Offer to help essential businesses that remain open with sanitizing and disinfection 

With many churches closing, invite neighbors to your home for family worship 

Take this time to clean and fix church facilities 

Launch a children's story hour online through Facebook or YouTube 

Check in with people—actually pick up the phone and call and talk to friends, older people who are 
home alone, etc. 

Offer to pick up groceries or run errands for those who are high-risk 

Spring begins this week, help neighbors with yardwork, cleaning up sticks, getting gardens and flower 
beds ready for plants—take it to the next step by purchasing and planting pansies for them to brighten 
the day (with permission!)  

Post encouraging words and photos on your social media pages 

Spend more time with God and share what you’re learning with others to encourage them 

Hang out with your kids playing games, reading books, going for a walk  

Use the money you are saving on gas, eating out, shopping and entertainment to help those who are not 
able to work and are struggling financially 

Pray 

Upcoming Events and Updates 

https://www.freeconferencecall.com/


The Conference has cancelled all events through April 30. This includes youth events, God’s Girls Gala 
and the spring women’s retreat. We are currently still planning to hold both camp meetings and 
summer camp but are monitoring the situation and will adjust as needed.  

We will be providing ongoing updates through our Facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/PennsylvaniaConference/, on our website, https://paconference.org/virus-
updates/, and through eblasts. You can sign up to receive our eblasts at https://paconference.org/email-
update/. Please share this information with others.  

United Together 

God is with us. He’s not taken by surprise at this turn of events. He’s promised to be with us always and 
challenges us, “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9 NKJV)  

Prayer is an important key to getting through this. Our team is working on ways to unite us together in 
prayer. Our weekly Monday night prayer call is one opportunity. Watch for others. Pray together. Pray 
for those impacted by the virus, for the healthcare workers and researchers working long hours, for our 
leaders as they make decisions, and for each other.  

We will get through this together. Working together. United together, we fulfill the mission.  
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