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The Trinity 
There is one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, a unity of three coeternal Persons. God is 
immortal, all-powerful, all-knowing, above all, and ever present. He is infinite and beyond 
human comprehension, yet known through His self-revelation.  God, who is love, is forever 
worthy of worship, adoration, and service by the whole creation. (Gen. 1:26; Deut. 6:4; Isa. 6:8; 
Matt. 28:19; John 3:16 2 Cor. 1:21, 22; 13:14; Eph. 4:4-6; 1 Peter 1:2.) 
 
 
The Father 
God the eternal Father is the Creator, Source, Sustainer, and Sovereign of all creation. He is just 
and holy, merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness. The qualities and powers exhibited in the Son and the Holy Spirit are also those of 
the Father. (Gen. 1:1; Deut. 4:35; Ps. 110:1, 4; John 3:16; 14:9; 1 Cor. 15:28; 1 Tim. 1:17; 1 John 
4:8; Rev. 4:11.) 
 
 
The Son 
God the eternal Son became incarnate in Jesus Christ. Through Him all things were created, the 
character of God is revealed, the salvation of humanity is accomplished, and the world is 
judged. Forever truly God, He became also truly human, Jesus the Christ. He was conceived of 
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He lived and experienced temptation as a human 
being, but perfectly exemplified the righteousness and love of God. By His miracles He 
manifested God’s power and was attested as God’s promised Messiah. He suffered and died 
voluntarily on the cross for our sins and in our place, was raised from the dead, and ascended 
to heaven to minister in the heavenly sanctuary in our behalf. He will come again in glory for 
the final deliverance of His people and the restoration of all things. (Isa. 53:4-6; Dan. 9:25-27; 
Luke 1:35; John 1:1-3, 14; 5:22; 10:30; 14:1-3, 9, 13; Rom. 6:23; 1 Cor. 15:3, 4; 2 Cor. 3:18; 5:17-
19; Phil. 2:5-11; Col. 1:15-19; Heb. 2:9-18; 8:1, 2.) 
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The Holy Spirit 
God the eternal Spirit was active with the Father and the Son in Creation, incarnation, and 
redemption. He is as much a person as are the Father and the Son. He inspired the writers of 
Scripture. He filled Christ’s life with power. He draws and convicts human beings; and those 
who respond He renews and transforms into the image of God. Sent by the Father and the Son 
to be always with His children, He extends spiritual gifts to the church, empowers it to bear 
witness to Christ, and in harmony with the Scriptures leads it into all truth. (Gen. 1:1, 2; 2 Sam. 
23:2; Ps. 51:11; Isa. 61:1; Luke 1:35; 4:18; John 14:16-18, 26; 15:26; 16:7-13; Acts 1:8; 5:3; 
10:38; Rom. 5:5; 1 Cor. 12:7-11; 2 Cor. 3:18; 2 Peter 1:21.) 
 

 
The Deity and Personhood of the Holy Spirit 

 
Theological Criteria 
 
What theological criteria should be used to analyze whether or not a particular biblical 
statement sufficiently refers to the deity and/or the personhood of the Spirit? 
 
 
Criteria for the Deity of the Holy Spirit 
Indicators of the Holy Spirit’s deity: 
 
1. The terms “Spirit” (πνεῦμα) and “God” (θεός) appear in parallel to one another or are 
seemingly used interchangeably. 
 

• Acts 5:3-4 
• 1 Cor 3:16-17 

 
 
2. Some statements in the Old Testament that were originally spoken by Yahweh are attributed 
to the Spirit in the New Testament. 
 

• Ps 95:8-9/Heb 3:7-11 
• Acts 28:25-27/Isa 6:8-9 
• Jer 31:33/Heb 10:15–17 

 
 
3. The Spirit is described as possessing the essential attributes of Deity which is indicative of the 
Spirit sharing equally in the single divine nature (being) with the Father and the Son . 
 Eternality (Heb 9:14) 
 Sovereignty (1 Cor 12:11; Heb 2:3-4) 
 Omnipotence (Luke 1:35; 1 Cor 12:11) 
 Omniscience (1 Cor 2:10-11) 
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 Omnipresence (Ps 139:7-10; John 14:16) 
 
 
4.  Texts in which divine honor is paid to the Spirit or in which the Spirit is invoked in prayer and 
worship. 
 

• Matt 28:19 
• 2 Cor 13:14 

 
 
5. Specific works and operations of the Spirit as actions that only God, as deity, can perform. 

(1) creation (Gen 1:2; Job 26:13; 33:4; Ps 104:30 [cf. Isa 32:14-15]; Isa 40:12-14);  
(2) providential renewing of the earth (Ps 104:30);  
(3) spiritual working upon or within humans (Exod 8:19; 31:1-11; 36:30-35), including 
regeneration or new birth (John 3:5-8; Titus 3:5);  
(4) giving of life (2 Cor 3:6) and resurrection of the dead (Rom 8:11);  
(5) revelation of the future (Luke 2:26; John 16:13; Rev 1:10);  
(6) inspiration of prophets and the authors of Scripture (2 Sam 23:2; Isa 59:21; Jer 1:2, 8, 
15, 19; Mark 12:36; Acts 1:16; 1 Cor 2:13; Heb 3:7; 9:8; 10:15; 2 Tim 3:16; 1 Pet 1:11; 2 
Pet 1:21). 

 
 
Criteria for the Personhood of the Holy Spirit 
Indicators of the personhood of the Holy Spirit 
 
1. The Spirit possesses the traditional characteristics of personhood. 
 Self-awareness (Acts 13:2; Acts 10:19-20) 
 Intellect (John 14:26; 15:26; Rom 8:16; 1 Cor 2:10-12) 
 Emotion (Isa 63:10; Eph 4:30) 
 Volition (Acts 16:7; 1 Cor 12:11) 

 
 
2. The Spirit is often portrayed as being treated by humans in a personal way, meaning that the 
Spirit is personally affected by their treatment; he is passible. 
 

• Isa 63:10-11 
• Matt 12:31-32 
• Mark 3:29 
• Acts 5:3-4, 9 
• Acts 7:51 
• Eph 4:30 
• Heb 10:29 
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3. Numerous works of the Spirit are of such a nature that they necessitate personhood in order 
to be performed. 
 creating (Gen1:2) 
 teaching (Luke 12:12; John 14:26; 1 Cor 2:13) 
 instructing (Neh 9:20) 
 leading (Rom 8:14) 
 regenerating/renewing (Titus 3:5) 
 searching (Rom 8:27; 1 Cor 2:10) 
 knowing (2:11) 
 speaking (Acts 8:29; 10:19-20; 13:2; 28:25; Heb 3:7; Rev 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22) 
 crying (Gal 4:6; cf. Rom 8:16) 
 interceding/representing (8:26-27) 
 commanding (Acts 16:6-7) 
 testifying/witnessing (John 15:26–27; Acts 5:32), 
 guiding (John 16:13) 
 illuminating/revealing (1 Cor 2:9-10) 
 willing/deciding things (Acts 15:28; 1 Cor 12:11) 
 dwelling (John 14:17) 
 striving with people (Gen 6:3; Isa 63:10) 
 convicting (John 16:8-15) 
 causing the disciples to remember all things (14:26) 
 Criteria Group 2 for the Personhood of the Holy Spirit 
 glorifying Christ (16:14) 
 appointing and sending church leaders (Acts 13:2, 4; 20:28) 
 sealing (Eph 4:30), 
 loving (Rom 15:30) 
 fellowshipping/communing (2 Cor 13:14) 
 sanctifying (Rom 15:16) 
 working miracles (Acts 2:4; 8:39) 
 raising the dead (Rom 8:11) 

 
 
Criteria for the Deity and Personhood of the Holy Spirit 
Indicators of both the deity and personhood of the Holy Spirit: 
 
1. The Spirit is mentioned regularly alongside of and in close association with, yet distinct from, 
the Father and the Son, who are also considered both divine and personal. 
 
2. The Spirit is deeply connected to the deity and person of the Son and yet distinct from him, 
indicating that he too is divine and has personhood. 
 
These two indicators are seen in the Trinitarian passages of the New Testament. 
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Hint of the Trinity in the Old Testament 
 
Shema 
Deuteronomy 6:4:  
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD [Yahweh] our God [Elohim], the LORD [Yahweh] is one! [’echād]”  
 
What does “one” (’echād) mean?  
Does it mean God is one person (i.e., solitariness)? 
Can it mean God is a unity of more than one person?  
 
 
The word ’echād mostly means “one” in contrast to two or three. Yet, it can also convey the 
notion of a plurality-in-oneness. 
 Exodus 24:3 the Israelites are said to have answered the Lord with “one” voice.  
 Genesis 2:24, which states that a married couple becomes “one” (’echād) flesh. 

 
 
Various names for God in the Old Testament 
  Elohim is a plural name but is often used with verbs in the singular. 
  Yahweh and Adonai are singular words but are sometime used with verbs in the plural. 

 
“Then God [Elohim] said [singular], ‘Let Us make [plural] man in Our image [plural], 
according to Our likeness [plural]. . . So God created [singular] man in His own image 
[singular] in the image of God He created [singular] him; male and female He created 
[singular] them.’ ”   Genesis 1:26–27 NKJV 

 
 

“Then the LORD God [Yahweh Elohim] said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to 
know good and evil.”  Genesis 3:22 NKJV 

 
 

“And the LORD [Yahweh] said, “Indeed the people are one and they all have one language, 
and this is what they begin to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be withheld 
from them. Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not 
understand one another’s speech.”  Genesis 11:6, 7 NKJV 

 
“Also I heard the voice of the Lord [Adonai], saying: ‘Whom shall I send, And who will go for 
Us?’ Then I said, ‘Here am I! Send me.’”  Isaiah 6:8 NKJV 

 
 
Isaiah’s “Trinitarian” Formulas 
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 “Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul delights! I have 
put My Spirit [ruach] upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles.”   Isaiah 42:1 
NKJV 

 
 

“Draw near to me [Servant of the Lord], hear this: from the beginning I have not spoken 
in secret, from the time it came to be I have been there.” And now the Lord God [Adonai 
Yahweh] has sent me, and his Spirit [ruach].” Isaiah 48:16 ESV 

 
 

“The Spirit [ruach] of the Lord God [Adonai Yahweh] is upon me [Servant of the 
Lord], because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent 
me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of 
the prison to those who are bound; 2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the 
day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3 to grant to those who mourn 
in Zion—to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead 
of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks 
of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified.”  Isaiah 61:1-3 ESV 

 
 

“For He said, ‘Surely they are My people, Children who will not lie.’ So He became their 
Savior. In all their affliction He was afflicted, And the Angel of His Presence saved them; 
In His love and in His pity He redeemed them; And He bore them and carried them All 
the days of old. But they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit [ruach qadosh]; So He 
turned Himself against them as an enemy, And He fought against them. . . . Doubtless 
You are our Father, Though Abraham was ignorant of us, And Israel does not 
acknowledge us. You, O LORD [Yahweh], are our Father; Our Redeemer from Everlasting 
is Your name.”  Isaiah 63:8-12, 16 NKJV 

 
 
The Trinity in the New Testament 
 
Matthew 3:16-17 / Mark 1:10-11 / Luke 3:21-22 
16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the 
heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming 
to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I 
am well pleased.” (ESV) 
 
Matthew 3:16-17 / Mark 1:10-11 / Luke 3:21-22 
21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heavens were opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like 
a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”  
(ESV) 
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Matthew 28:19 
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit … (ESV) 
 
John 3:34 
33 Whoever receives his testimony sets his seal to this, that God is true. 34 For he whom God has 
sent utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. 35 The Father loves the 
Son and has given all things into his hand. 36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; 
whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. (ESV) 
 
John 14:16-17 
16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even 
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 
You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. (ESV) 
 
John 15:26 
26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, 
who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. (ESV) 
 
John 16:12-15 
12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 When the Spirit of 
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but 
whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He 
will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is 
mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. (ESV) 
 
Acts 2:32-33 
32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the 
right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has 
poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. (ESV) 
 
Acts 2:38-39 
38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the 
promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our 
God calls to himself.” (ESV) 
 
Acts 5:29-32 
29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our 
fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right 
hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are 
witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey 
him.” (ESV) 
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Acts 19:5-8  
5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid 
his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues and 
prophesying. 7 There were about twelve men in all. 8 And he entered the synagogue and for 
three months spoke boldly, reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God. (ESV) 
 
Romans 5:1-5 
51 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, 
and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. (ESV) 
 
Romans 8:9-11 
9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, 
although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the 
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. (ESV) 
 
1 Corinthians 12:3-6 
3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus 
is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. 4 Now there are 
varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 
6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in 
everyone. 
 
2 Corinthians 1:20-22 
20 For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter 
our Amen to God for his glory. 21 And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has 
anointed us, 22 and who has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a 
guarantee. (ESV) 
 
2 Corinthians 13:13(14) 
14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. (ESV) 
 
Ephesians 1:13-14 
13 In him [Christ] you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his [God’s] glory. (ESV) 
 
Ephesians 2:19-22 
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19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined 
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a 
dwelling place for God by the Spirit. (ESV) 
 
Ephesians 3:1-5 
31 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2 assuming that 
you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 how the 
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4 When you read this, 
you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to the sons 
of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by 
the Spirit. (ESV) 
 
Ephesians 3:14-17 
14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and 
on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love (ESV) 
 
Ephesians 4:4-7 
4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your 
call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all. 7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of 
Christ’s gift. (ESV) 
  
 
Ephesians 4:30 - 5:2 
30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from 
you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as 
God in Christ forgave you.  
51 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and 
gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
 
Ephesians 5:18-20 
18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 
19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody 
to the Lord with your heart, 20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. (ESV) 
 
1 Thessalonians 1:2-5 
2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, 
3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 
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steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he 
has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in 
the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you 
for your sake. (ESV) 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:18-19 
18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not 
quench the Spirit. 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:13 
13 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because 
God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the 
truth. (ESV) 
 
2 Timothy 1:3-14 
3 I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, … 8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the 
testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the 
power of God, … 13 Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the 
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good 
deposit entrusted to you. (ESV) 
 
Hebrews 2:3-4 
3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, 
and it was attested to us by those who heard, 4 while God also bore witness by signs and 
wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his 
will. (ESV) 
 
Hebrews 6:4-6 
4 For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the 
heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the goodness of the word of 
God and the powers of the age to come, 6 and then have fallen away, to restore them again to 
repentance, since they are crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and holding 
him up to contempt. (ESV) 
 
Hebrews 9:14 
13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a 
heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God. 
 
1 Peter 1:2 
2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for 
obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied 
to you. (ESV) 
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1 Peter 4:14 
14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests upon you. (ESV) 
 
1 John 4:2 
2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is from God, (ESV) 
 
1 John 4:13-14 
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 
(ESV) 
 
1 John 5:5-6 
5 Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God? 6 This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the 
water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the 
truth. (ESV) 
 
1 John 5:7-9 ESV 
7 For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three 
agree. 9 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the 
testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son. (ESV) 
 
Jude 20-21 
20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 
21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads 
to eternal life. (ESV) 
 
Revelation 5:6-7 
6 And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb 
standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the 
seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 And he went and took the scroll from the right 
hand of him who was seated on the throne. (ESV) 
 
Revelation 14:12-13 
12 Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God and 
their faith in Jesus. 13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from 
their labors, for their deeds follow them!” (ESV) 
 
Revelation 22:16-18 
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16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the 
root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 17 The Spirit and the Bride say, 
“Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the 
one who desires take the water of life without price. 18 I warn everyone who hears the words of 
the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in 
this book, 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will 
take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this 
book. (ESV) 
 

 
Implications 
 All three persons of the Godhead are equally eternal (co-eternal) 
 All three persons were involved in the Creation of our world and are now sustaining it 
 All three persons were involved in the incarnation, ministry, sacrifice and resurrection of 

Jesus 
 Implications 
 All three persons are involved in the ministry of the Church, God’s people on earth 
 All three persons are involved in the salvation of God’s people 
 All three persons will be involved in making this earth new 

 
 
The Johannine Comma 
 
1 John 5:6-12 ESV 
6 This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water 
and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there 
are three that testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. (ESV) 
 
1 John 5:6-12 KJV 
7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and 
these three are one. 8 And there are three that bear witness in earth, the spirit, and the water, 
and the blood: and these three agree in one. (KJV) 
 
 
The Johannine Comma 
1 John 5:7, 8 
 7 For there are three that testify: [ 8 ] the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these 

three agree. (ESV) 
 7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 

Ghost: and these three are one. 8 And there are three that bear witness in earth, the 
spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one. (KJV) 

 
Erasmus’ Greek New Testament and the Johannine Comma 
 First edition: 1516 
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 Compiled his Greek text from manuscripts available to him – none earlier than the 10th 
century. 

 
While preparing his Greek New Testament, Erasmus could not find the words of 1 John 5:7-8 
(known as the Johannine Comma) in any Greek manuscripts he had available to him. 
These words “… the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. 8 And there 
are three that bear witness in earth, …” were added to the Latin Vulgate after about 800. 
 
A strong historical argument against the validity of this sentence is that none of the early 
Church Fathers who debated so many issues related to the Trinity in the 4th and 5th century 
quoted this passage !  They did not quote this passage because it did not exist in their Bibles. 
 
The most likely explanation is that these words were initially added as a “gloss” (that is, a brief 
comment written beside or above the text), which a later scribe misunderstood to be 
something that should be added to the text itself.  Subsequent scribes, using this faulty text, 
then included the words in later Latin texts.  They are not found in any early Greek manuscripts. 
 
Erasmus decided to delete these words from the first two editions of his Greek New Testament 
(1516, 1519). 
 
In the third edition of his Greek New Testament, Erasmus included the extra text (although he 
omitted the passage from later editions). 
 
After Erasmus included the additional words of 1 John 5:7, 8 in his third edition of the Greek 
New Testament, others began to accept it without question.  And it was included in the edition 
of the Textus receptus (received text) used by the translators of the King James Version. 
 
According to Alister McGrath, Erasmus’ Greek New Testament came to be called Textus 
receptus, not because it received any “official” church decision, but simply because New 
Testament scholars based their work on it, and it was the text used by scholars to translate the 
King James (Authorized) Version. 
 
 
 

Biblical Evidence of the Divinity of Jesus 
 
 
1. Jesus as God (theos) 
 
Old Testament Evidence 
 
Micah 5:2 
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“But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you One 
will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel.  His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of 
eternity.”  (NASB) 
cf: John 7:42; Luke 2:4 
 
 
Isaiah 9:6 
“For a child will be born to us; a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His 
shoulders; and His name will called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of 
Peace.”  (NASB) 
 
 
John’s Prologue 
John 1:1-2 
A: In the beginning was the Word, 
 B: and the Word was with God, 
  C: and the Word was God. 
 B’: He was with God 
A’: in the beginning. 
 
 
John 8:56-59 – “ “Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and 
was glad.” “You are not fifty years old,” the Jews said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!” “I 
tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” At this, they picked up 
stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.” 
 

Exodus 3:14 (LXX) – 
 “I am who I am” 
 “egō eimi ho Ōn” 
John 8:58 – 
 “Before Abraham was born, I am.” 
 “prin Abraam genesthai egō eimi” 

 
 
“Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” [Ὁ κύριός μου καὶ ὁ θεός μου.] 
John 20:28 NASB 
 
 
 “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity [τὸ πλήρωμα τῆς θεότητος] lives in bodily form.”  
Colossians 2:9 NASB 
 
“.. whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ [Messiah] according to the flesh, who is 
over all, God blessed forever.  Amen.”  Romans 9:5 NASB 
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“… looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Christ Jesus [τοῦ μεγάλου θεοῦ καὶ σωτῆρος ἡμῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ].”-+  Titus 2:13 NASB 
 
“Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received a faith of 
the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ [τοῦ θεοῦ ἡμῶν 
καὶ σωτῆρος Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ] …”  2 Peter 1:1 NASB 
 
 
2. Jesus as Lord (kyrios) 
 

10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will 
be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord [χριστὸς κύριος].  Luke 2:10, 11 ESV 
 
 
Paul Petersen – “The Jews at the time of Jesus showed tremendous respect for the name of 
God. Yahweh was never to be pronounced except by the High Priest in the Most Holy Place on 
the Day of Atonement. Whenever the four letters YHWH were found in the text of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, a reader would pronounce the name Adonai (Lord) in its place. When speaking 
about Yahweh, people would often use the term Ha-Shem, which simply means “the Name.” 
This fact lends significance to many of the New Testament references to the name of Jesus.” 
 
 
76  And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to 
prepare his ways …”  Luke 1:76 ESV quoting Isaiah 40:3 
 
 
In Luke’s narrative of Paul’s encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus and of his healing 
and baptism by Ananias, Jesus is referred to as “Lord” 8 times.   
Acts 9:1-19 
 
26 And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And they were all 
afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and 
brought him to the apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who 
spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus. 28 So he went 
in and out among them at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord.”  Acts 9:26-28 
ESV 
 
 
3. Jesus’ Divine Authority 
 
Forgiving Sins 
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Mark 2:5-7 – “When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 
Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, “Why does this fellow 
talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 
 
Judging the World 
Matthew 25:31-33 – “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he 
will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.” 
 
Claim to be the Son of God 
John 5:16-18 – “So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jews persecuted 
him. Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am 
working.” For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the 
Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.” 
 
 
4. The “firstborn” – Prototokos 
 
 “He [Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn [prototokos] of [over] all creation. … 
and He is the beginning, the firstborn [prototokos] from the dead, so that he Himself will come 
to have first place in everything.”  (Colossians 1:15, 18) 
 
In the Septuagint (LXX) prototokos occurs about 130x and refers primarily to the first born child 
of a person, but sometimes it has the meaning of preeminence. 

 Exodus 4:22 – “Israel is my firstborn” 
 Ps 89:27 – “I will appoint him [David] to be my firstborn, the most exalted of the kings of 

the earth” 
 Jeremiah 31:9 – “Ephraim is my firstborn” 

 
The word is applied to Jesus in 

 Colossians 1:15, 18 
 Revelation 1:5 
 Hebrews 1:5, 6 
 Romans 8:29 

 
Prototokos serves as a title for Jesus, expressing more clearly than almost any other words the 
unity of God’s saving will and acts: Jesus is the ‘firstborn of creation,’ ‘the firstborn from the 
dead,’ and the ‘firstborn among many brothers and sisters.’  Creator and Redeemer are one and 
the same person. 
 
 
5. The “only begotten” – Monogenes 
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“For God so loved the world that he gave His monogenes Son, that whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish but have everlasting life.”  (John 3:16) 
 
Monogenes 

 Luke 7:12 (son of the widow of Nain) 
 Luke 8:42 (daughter of Jairus) 
 Luke 9:38 (demon-possessed son) 
 Hebrews 11:17 (Isaac) 
 John 1:14, 18; 3:16, 18 
 1 John 4:9 

 
 
Monogenes 

 KJV – “only begotten Son” 
 NIV – “one and only Son” 
 NASB – “only begotten Son” – margin: unique, only one of His kind 
 ESV – “only Son” 

 
 
Nicene Creed (A.D. 325) 
“And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the Father [the only-begotten; that 
is, of the essence of the Father, God of God,] Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father;” 
 
A footnote explanation to the Nicene Creed: 
[But those who say: 'There was a time when he was not;' and 'He was not before he was made;' 
and 'He was made out of nothing,' or 'He is of another substance' or 'essence,' or 'The Son of 
God is created,' or 'changeable,' or 'alterable'— they are condemned by the holy catholic and 
apostolic Church.] 
 
As applied to Jesus, monogenes is clearly used to mark him out uniquely above all earthly and 
heavenly beings and creatures, which are made in time.  To be made would imply a time 
sequence and could not qualify as eternal or timeless.  The expression also refers to Jesus’ 
relation to the Father as His Son for the plan of salvation (function).  In that sense He is unique. 
 


